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armed forces. The fate of these islands, the possession of which
was shared between France, Spain, Holland and Great Britain,
was bound to depend on the command of the sea ; and the
belligerent which possessed this was in a position to concentrate
and move a striking force which must speedily and in quick
succession overwhelm the scattered little garrisons of its enemies.
Hence the command of the sea was throughout the whole course
of the war vigorously disputed, and more than once changed
hands. During the summer of 1778 the British held it and
used it to possess themselves, by a brilliant and well-combined
joint expedition, of the French island of St. Lucia, but the
arrival of the French fleet at the end of the year changed matters
in this respect, and the result was the loss of St. Vincent and
Grenada in the summer of 1779—though the prestige of British
arms was well maintained by the courageous defence put up by
the garrison of the latter island.
This year saw the inception of the British offensive against
the Southern colonies, in which the main strength of our forces
in America were for the rest of the war to be engaged. An
expedition sent by sea to Georgia opened its campaign-brilliantly
with the storming of Savannah ; in six weeks the whole of that
State was in British hands, and the inhabitants, among whom
loyalist feeling was known to be strong, flocked in considerable
numbers to enrol themselves in our service. Throughout the
whole of the Southern States the loyalists, or Tories, as they
were then termed, were believed by the British high command
to be in a majority, and the hope of utilising their services had
been one of the main reasons for undertaking operations in this
theatre ; but the strength of feeling on either side caused the
struggle to take the form of an embittered partisan warfare in
which the advantages were all on the side of the revolutionists.
The ill-success of an attempted British coup de main against
Charleston was counterbalanced in the latter months of 1779
by the disastrous failure of an Allied counter offensive, supported
by the French fleet from the West Indies, which was heavily
repulsed by Prevost, the British commander, before the walls of
Savannah.. French assistance had, up to the present, brought
little profit to the American cause, and the departure of the
fleet for France brought ill-feeling between the Allies to a
high pitch.
Nearer home affairs for a period became critical for England
owing to the accession of Spain to the number of her enemies.
Her fleet united with a French squadron and for several months
cruised in the Channel unopposed, keeping the whole of the
south coast of Great Britain in perpetual dread of an invasion
which never materialised. Internal dissensions, both at home

